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writing about it to Bhatt and Adamji Sheth also. It will be better for
you, as I see it, to reserve Wednesday at Phoenix for reading for the
Opinion. If you do so, you will be able to read [other things] up to Wed-
nesday. If, while reading, you come across anything worthy of note, put
it down on a piece of paper. Start reading newspapers and writing [for
Indian Opinion} only on Wednesday. It will be convenient, I feel, if you
divide your time in this way. It will be well if you can set apart Mon-
day or Tuesday and Saturday for going to town and other places. You
will save a lot of time if, on days other than Wednesday and Thursday,
you make it a rule not to read anything especially for the Opinion except
my articles. How are you getting on with the account books?

Blessings from
MOHANDAS

[PS.]

I shall most probably send your shoes and clothes today through
Sheth Abdul Gani. It will be better if Hemchand stays either with you
or with Anandlal.

From a photostat of the Gujarat! original in Gandhiji's hand : S.N. 4312

213. BRITISH INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA*
STATEMENT REGARDING BRITISH INDIANS IN THE
TRANSVAAL AND THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY
JOHANNESBURG,
February 22, 1906
Now that the new Government has been established, the Letters Pat-
ent have been withdrawn, and a new Constitution is being drawn up,
both with [regard to] the Transvaal and the Orange River Colony, it
seems to me imperatively necessary to place the Indian question pro-
minently before the new Government.
It is felt that the ordinary clauses about the right of veto being reser-
ved for the Crown, and any class legislation being reserved for Royal
sanction, are not enough. Seeing that there is intense prejudice against
Coloured people, almost bordering on mania, these time-honoured clauses,
which are only on the rarest occasions put into operation, can never
meet the case. If responsible Government is granted without due re-
gard for the protection of British Indians, their position under it would
be infinitely worse than it is today.
Experience of Natal shows that disfranchisement of a class in a
community enjoying self-government means its complete effacement.
Only those members are elected who would represent the feeling of the
electors. Some effective representation must, therefore, be granted to
1 This statement was sent by Gandhiji to Dadabhai Naoroji* who forwarded a copy to the
Secretary of State for India on March 20.